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How Noel Bullock, 21, With Discarded
$ Auto Parts Assembled a Car, Built
Mis Own Engine, Drove His "Tin Can"
to Colorado Springs, Entered trie liace

.tnf Broke" and by Sensational Driving
Beat Whole Field of Crack Pilots

and America's Highest Priced Cars
1 By J. B. Day.

iJOepyrlsM. 1013 (Nw Tork Ernlni World) by th rru Publ!Mnf Corapan.

IIIS Is the story of a the aggregate, coat ms mora than all
Nebraska "kid," the rest of tho machine, but no slnglo
barely turned Voting wheol or tiro cost ma as much aa the

'age, who caryod him- - engine block."
v self a niche In the On tho englno block Bullook rlggnrt

automobile Hall of up an elght-cyllnd- or motor offspring
Fame, out In Colo- - of his own genius ae a motur nie- -

f rado, .Labor Day, chanlo.
' whef.ho shlnnicd up the Pike's Peak Tho contraption was finished a

nuto highway In a home-brewe- d fllv- - weoH before tho day of the race. Since
veiyapproxlmate cost S400 winning he didn't have the necessary money to
the fourth annual world's champion- - ship the machine by train, Bullock
luVjj thill' climbing contest against a drovo It overland to Colorado Burin
fleM Jjumberlng many of the highest- - at the base of hi famous peak up
prlipfl cars turned out of tho autorao-- which the race courso winds.

. WIjjactorfea of America. "The englno needed' limbering up.
His namo Is" Noel Bullock and he anyway," the blond youth explained,

halflufrom JS'orth Platte. He's an "and the trip across the plains and
autsnobUe mechanic by profession; mountains between North Platte and
an optima by nature, and he nurse sPrln me an oppor- -

.5. J. tunltyto get a good line on Just whatan "Itch" to write his name along- - my mehlne would do."
aide -- those of' Barney Oldtleld, the When Dullock drove Into Colorado
Chevrolet brothers, Ralph Mulford Springs on Saturday afternoon. Sept.

2. and pulled up In front of thehbsta of speed demons whoWiethe KMSLgt whcrc moBt Qf thfl entrJeg fflr
liava-mad- e racing history. the roco wero quartered, race onthu- -

For several years Bullock has en- - 8l,u,ts and ?lots .V, .hard
' suppress smiles Bullook

Doyeponslderahle of. a reputation as aonBC, the, spirit of ridicule In the at- -
u cm track' driver In the Immediate tltude of tho crowd which gathered
vicinity of his home town, but the
Labor Day race was his first dip Into
the ''big Umo" game. That tho suc-

cess he achieved with his nondescript
distance annihilates augurs well for
tho realization of his ambition goes
without saying.

The notability of his feat was en-

hanced by tho fact that ho was pitted
ngalnst many seasoned race drivers.
Bevral of the pilots had participated
In each o'f the climbs since the classic
Was established, whereas Bullock had
driven over the course but once and
wasjnly, vaguely familiar with the
many dangerous turns and switch-back- s;

on the cloud-ridde- n boulevard,

component' parts of Bullock's
' 'mount came from an automobile
' 'graveyard in North piatte. The en.

Ktna block cost htm $50 und was the
mojt expensive slnglo part comprls- -
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A "hairpin" turn on the course it was on one of these dangerous curves that Bullock
came within an inch of disaster and furnished the most startling thrill of the race.

ing the machine. The frame was about tho "latest urrival," !ut bo thnt he wns not overburdened with
that of a light delivery truck which smiled and said nothing. funds.
hadjojltllved Its usefulness, supposed- - Ringed alongside of tho big, Hunday ho took "Old Lis," as he
)y, When the North Platte grocer who ft0'"'' b't""y nnlshed cars calls It. over the race course, for the

entered for the event, rep- - dual purpose of testing Its climbing
ownjd the truck sold it to the dealer resenting some of the most expensive ability on a real hill and famlllarls- -
tn automobile Junk from whom Bui- - ones manufactured in America, the Ing himself with the road,
lock '.bought It. The radiator was "npalnted, hoodless burlesque of nn Bright and early Monday morning

junked car likewise. K-Wle- jfAdll? ttwoTu 1

four new tires," said Bullock, descrlb- - kr and u pushmobllr."
rftCft offlclft,N wth a broad smile nnd

Ing the assembling of IiIh br.iln child, Saturday nlKht lltillock nlepl In the n hearty "Howdy!" and proceeded to
'because 1 knew I couldn't nl any- - miicl'lne. Ho hail two kocx! iTiiumn talk nhop with the pilot vh hudfr VwU'n "' " "H,M:l",r l,at0' (," pircedwl him to the stnrtlnic tape.sher In the race mile., wl m -X ivtt" Umt 1,0 m,x'1 Wttnt ,0 Kel vv"' Willi the starting time of the first
tW.UDt ta WM" ancrtlie, .In faraway frujn his muohluei the aUisr niaculue but a few minutes away, o&s
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From an automobile graveyard North Platte, Bullock resurrected miscellaneous
.lU 1 L Iwere lasmon ratinn wu.uiijr

"Junk Special."

officials noticed Bullock

"Where's number
innmleil,
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no Bullock poked around In his tool box racing cars roared away from the
ana orougm oui n nmu mi ui iape ai io iniervais m mo

h dp. enamel. Ho dipped u forefinger Into accompaniment of choere, whistling
the fluid und ermwlcd n tmnc too and hnndclapplng, but thero ws ot,i

numipci, (.ymmotrlcnl "II" on either Hide of the person in the vast throng who
I ii.nc'.i i owl. evinced no signs of surging Wood

"(lun" that i H" lemuiuoa iih tingling nnrvit.
bo Ntrppnd bdi'H i'i muvny Ills Work. That person was Noel Bullock.

k .. It. Mii Mi.. iiti'M Mlnrfr1. Tlini'M lTlnn r ..,.1 I,, iVim ivit.iiMt'1 hn cnn.
u iadia ar less axcltscneat aa the dsd to aa assistant tarU "If 1
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Noel Bullock and the "home brewed in he won
the race in competition with some of the best drivers and
highest priced cars manufactured in America.

don't I'll Jiave to be borrowln' money
;o eat on."

Tho Pike's Peak auto highway runs
rrom the plcturesquo little town of
Cascade, In Ute Pass, to the very Up-to- p

of America's most famous moun-
tain. It Is eighteen miles In length
and the race, starting at a point be-

tween mile posts 5 and 8, covers a
ypan of 12M miles tn which there are
H7 curves. The average gTado Is 7

per cent, and the maximum grade 10
per cent.

The summit of Pike's Peak Is 14,-1- 00

feet above sea level and there Is

scarcely a day In the year that does
not see either rain, snow or sleet
frequently all three on the vast
stretches above tlmberllne. Ordinary
driving over the motor highway Is

what might be termed "ticklish busi-

ness." Racing at top speed around
the hairpin curves and letter "8'
turns Is calculsted to mako the stout-

est heart flutter.
It had rained and snowed, alter-

nately, on the summit Sunday afWr-noo- n

and night, with the result that
when race time arrived the last three
miles of the course were almost ankle-dee- p

In soft slush, making fast driv-

ing particularly precarious. Predlc-tton- s

were made that the pilots would
not be able to approach tho record of
18.24.7, made by Ralph Mulford Ih a
Hudson in 191.

When W. 8. Haines, veteran pilot
and the first smarter, flashed up the
r.ir in 9iv 91. the wiseacres evinced
surprise and the chances oi ouiiock s

contrivance seemed to
vanish In thin air. But Bullock never
quit smiling. His faith In his home-

made racer did not falter.
Harold Brtnkpr, piloting the ma-

chine wliti'll inndft thn third best
showing in the time trials which were
held the day before Bullock arrived
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Airplane view of the

Pike's Peak auto high- -

which the world's
hill climb

is run.
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flivver" which

hill" In 50 minutes 45 4.5 seconds.
King Rhlley, last year's winner, took
his car to the top In 20 minutes 5 sec
onds. P. R. Abbott went up In 30

minutes 7 seconds, and
Noel Bullook, to'w-head- "kid"

from North Platte, Nob., a rank out-elde- r,

counted out by the guys
before the .race, crouched over the ',

wheel of wnat nis rivals canea a un
can," flashed over the tape In 19

minutes, 50 4- seconds, after one or
the most hair-raisin- g exhibitions ever
seen on any race course.

He was still smiling when he clam-
bered out of tho Improvised set of
Tils improvised flivver. He hsd ma
son to smile, for ho had show his
tall, figuratively spWng. to the-elit-

of the automobile universe; he
was king of the hill climbers, ownor
of BOO tlg round slmoleons tho prUc
that went with his victory and pronfl
possesEOr. for a year at least, of the
Penrose tropTiy. a cup fashioned of
Colorado silver and gold, standln 4t
inches high and reputed to bi th
richest trophy ever offered ler In au-

tomobile race.
nullook's exhibition of drlvlnjr was

catalogued by spectators who were on
tho course at prevlpus race as th
most stortllng 'hey had eon He'
took the dnncorous curves with throt
tie wide open and exhniist roaring lik
n battery of machine (suns. Once he
eamo within n ace of disaster pos-

sibly death when 1.1s machine skid-
ded to the outer edge of the oouiso
and his left hind wheel dropped over
the side. But tho transmission hous-
ing stopped the threatened plunge,
the tire on the right rear wheel b't
Into tho gravel roudway and got him
back on the course.

"I wouldn't want to drive It after
dark." was his laoonls comment on
i Vi hnmrris nttenrilnr the raci tin
the world's highest automobtU bout
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